
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the West Wight Arts Association held at 

Freshwater Memorial Hall on May 7th 2016 

Present Joan Gregson, Judith Hunt, Keith Brettell, Jackie Warner, Malcolm Tait, Toni Rogers, Harriet 

Gibbins, Doreen Dace, Sandy Toms, Claire Sharples 50 members and guests. 

Welcome by the President, Joan Gregson, who thanked the Chair, all the trustees and made special mention 

of Sandy Hunt page-turner ‘supremo’ who would be stepping-down after 10 years and thanked him for his 

dedication. Elisabeth Boreham had agreed to turn pages for every concert next season. 

Apologies had been received from: Liz and Michael Wason, Doug and Beryl Kelman, Sandy Hunt, Sir Guy 

and Lady Acland, Eleanor Boulter, Richard and Hazel Britton, Michael and Judith Jennings, Diana Brett and 

Harald Schenk. 

Minutes of the previous AGM were adopted as correct, proposed  Peter Marsden and seconded  Rod Adams. 

Annual Report for 2015/16 was given by Judith Hunt who stated that this was her eighth report as Chair. As 

an association WWAA were looking forward to a momentous year with the 70th anniversary falling on April 

8th 2017. WWAA already had in place a 70th logo which would appear on all publicity.  She thanked 

President, Joan Gregson for her care and wise words, Vice Chair, Keith Brettell for all his work with 

programme advertising, the brochure and raffle and was also deeply grateful to Marion Brettell for her 

contribution. Also thanked were Jackie Warner for her safe hands as Treasurer, Liz Wason as Secretary and 

for managing the queue of ticket buyers. Malcolm Tait for handling all the season ticket membership, Toni 

Rogers for her programme notes, Doug Kelman for the laying out of the programmes, Sandy Toms for her 

help with the programmes, Harriet Gibbins for running the raffle, Doreen Dace for distributing all the posters 

and Claire Sharples who again would be running the bursary next year – a wonderful team! She was 

delighted to announce that with minimum of arm-twisting, Dick Dawson had agreed to join the Trustees, 

proposed by Carol Walker and seconded by Andy Chilton. 

Chris Court was thanked for his work on the mailing list, Facebook and Twitter which had resulted in some 

new faces, along with Michael Gibbins for his design of the pull-up board and new season’s website. She 

also thanked staff at the Memorial Hall, councillor Anne Bamford and Helen Gibbs at Totland Parish Office, 

Andrew Day for his piano tuning and Michael Dussek for sending another star pupil, Ariel Lanyi, to perform 

for the AGM. She thanked Wightlink for their sponsorship and the contribution of West Wight Community 

Partnership. Julia Sheard was given a special mention for her fantastic floral displays. 

Two new initiatives were being explored - a possible collaboration with the Hospice as part of a series of 

concerts at EMH and she welcomed the CEO, Nigel Hartley. In addition, encouraging correspondence had 

also taken place with Kath Page from the Southampton Music Hub. Finally, she thanked the audience 

without whom the concerts could not take place and for their generous sponsorship this season and last. 

Financial Report was given by Jackie Warner who circulated the accounts, which had been independently 

audited. A surplus had been made this year which would be enough to cover the Bursary in 2017. There 

would be a small increase in individual ticket price and the annual season ticket for next year. Income from 

season tickets alone did not cover the artists and we were dependent on other income. All contributions were 

gratefully received whether through sponsorship or donations. The accounts were adopted, proposed by Dick 

Dawson and seconded by Paul Mayer. 

Re-election of Trustees. Joan Gregson, Sandy Toms, Keith Brettell and Jackie Warner were re-elected to 

the committee. Proposed by Peter Sheard and seconded by Neil Walker. 

The meeting was followed by a wonderful piano recital by Ariel Lanyi, and by wine and cheese. 


